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per·se·ver·ance: noun — continued effort to do or achieve 
something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition

Perseverance
It has been a difficult few months. 
This pandemic has caused terrible 
disruption and loss. The human costs 
are incalculable, and the economic 
consequences are sure to reverberate 
for years to come. We have also seen 
in stark relief the consequences of 
systemic racism 
as COVID-19 
disproportionately 
takes the lives of 
Black and Brown 
people who have lived 
with pollution that 
has compromised 
their health. In the 
face of this adversity, 
I have drawn 
encouragement from the continued 
perseverance of so many — whether 
it’s the energy and dedication of clean 
water advocates in Hoosick Falls and 
Newburgh, who finally won drinking 
water protections this summer after 
years of hard work, or the spirit and 

determination of over 500 climate 
activists who joined a virtual rally just 
a few days ago to launch a campaign 
that will make polluters pay for a just 
transition away from fossil fuels. Their 
resolve gives me hope and strength.

We have also been through a difficult 
few years. Since the day that the 

Trump Administration 
took office, they have 
waged a war against 
the environment 
and our health that 
is unprecedented in 
this country. Make no 
mistake, this war will 
have casualties as 
the safety and health 
of tens of millions of 

Americans is threatened by every move 
the administration has made. And while 
we have fought their actions, we have 
also focused on where real progress 
could be made. In New York that has 
meant enacting a nation-leading 
climate law, adopting nation-leading 

water protections, as well as banning 
pesticides and single use plastics bags.

None of that would have been possible 
without you.

Good environmental policy doesn’t just 
get handed to you or simply wished into 
existence overnight — it often takes 
years of tireless support and advocacy 
from people like you to create needed 
change. And when we do celebrate a 
victory, it doesn’t mean our hard work 
stops. It will never stop until we realize 
the clean, safe, and healthy future 
that we all know is possible. EANY will 
always play the long game and I am glad 
to have you standing with us.

Thank you for all that you do.  Be safe 
and do your best to stay well with all 
that is being thrown our way.

Peter M. Iwanowicz
Executive Director
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Pop-up session
Earlier this summer, the State Legislature met for a one week  
‘pop-up’ session. During that week, several significant 
environmental bills were passed by both houses. When 
signed into law these bills would:

  Ban the use of PFAS in food packaging, preventing these 
harmful toxics from leaching into and poisoning our food

  Give greater protection to thousands of miles of 
New York’s streams

  Protect endangered or threatened species from 
environmental rollbacks by the federal government

  Prohibit non-electric vehicles from parking in EV 
charging spaces

  Ban the use of glyphosate (a harmful herbicide) on 
state property

We look forward to Governor Cuomo signing these bills into law.

Working from home
Since March, Team EANY has been working from home. And 
we have been as busy as ever:

EANY organized a virtual press conference on July 14th 
urging the NYS Department of Health (DOH) to finalize 
and strengthen drinking water standards for three toxic 
chemicals: PFOA, PFOS, and 1,4-dioxane. In what was our 
first virtual press event, we were joined by Assembly Health 
Committee Chair Richard Gottfried, Assembly Member Ellen 
Jaffee, impacted community members from all reaches of the 
state, and environmental organizations. This was an amazing 
show of force that included Hoosick Falls, Newburgh, and 
residents of the Finger Lakes and Long Island.

We hosted a Capital District Electric Vehicle Virtual Forum, 
in partnership with the Electrify NY coalition. We also live 
streamed it on Facebook.

From  left: State Assembly Member Ellen Jaffee, Andrea Spilka from the Southhampton Town Civic Association, Assembly Health 
Committee Chair Richard Gottfried, and Hoosick Falls resident Jennifer Plouffe.

Newburgh resident Ophra Wolf and Yvonne Taylor of Seneca Lake 
Guardian.

https://eany.org
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=927600421086324&ref=watch_permalink
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A long time coming for water protection  
EANY recently celebrated two significant victories that will both go a long 
way to ensure clean water for all. On July 30th, DOH established Maximum 
Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for PFOA, PFOS and 1,4-dioxane, three highly 
toxic contaminants found in drinking water across the state. The MCLs will 

require all water systems in New York to test 
for these harmful chemicals and remove them 
from drinking water when levels are exceeded.

EANY’s Senior Director 
for Clean Water 

Maureen Cunningham 
standing up for clean 

water in Newburgh N.Y.

Back in 2015, EANY released a report exposing the dangers of out-of-state 
fracking waste that was being dumped in New York, and the negative effects on 
our land and water. While it may have taken a while, there is finally a law on the 
books that classifies the waste from oil and gas operations as hazardous. The law, 

sponsored by Senator Rachel May and 
Assembly Member Steve Englebright, 
closes the longstanding loophole that 
allowed radioactive fracking waste to 
be shipped into our state and dumped in 
municipal landfills.

EANY’s 2015 
fracking report

Bond Act
Governor Cuomo has removed the 
Environmental Bond Act from the 
November ballot. The $3 billion Bond 
Act would have provided a desperately 
needed boost to our crumbling 
water infrastructure and jumpstarted 
innovative energy programs, all 
while stimulating our economy just 
when we really need it. The money 
would have gone toward preserving, 
enhancing, and restoring New York’s 
natural resources while reducing the 
impacts of climate change by funding 
projects for restoration and flood risk 
reduction, resilient infrastructure, open 
space and conservation. While we are 
disappointed in the Governor’s decision, 
we will continue to work to make sure 
clean water, clean energy, and green 
jobs remain a priority in New York.

Plastic bags
After an irregular rollout and a failed 
industry lawsuit, the plastic bag ban is 
now in effect statewide! The plastics 
industry also worked hard to spread 
false rumors that COVID-19 would 
spread faster on reusable bags. 
Science cut through these falsities, 
with several studies finding that the 
coronavirus lived longer on plastic 
surfaces than cloth surfaces. 

The state’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation is now 
free to begin enforcing the ban.

https://eany.org
https://eany.org/report/license-to-dump-february-2015/
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WE need YOU to fight for a cleaner and healthier New York!

Your help will ensure that every person and community across the state  
has access to clean air, water and a healthful environment.

To donate, visit eany.org/donate or call (518) 462-5526 ext. 230.

Your support means so much to us. Thank you.

353 Hamilton St.
Albany, NY 12210

(518) 462-5526

eany.org

info@eany.org
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