
Pillar 1
Good: Energy

Efficient Buildings!
 

SORT OF CLEAN
ENERGY VISION
FOR NEW YORK

N A T I O N A L  G R I D ' S

National Grid has a mixed vision
for our heat and electric systems
consisting of four pillars

Pillar 2
BAD: Renewable
natural gas and

hydrogen
 

Pillar 3
BAD: More gas

 

Pillar 4
Good: Heat pumps

and geothermal
district heating!

 



"Renewable" natural gas (RNG) is chemically-identical 
to natural gas but instead of being sourced by fracking, 
it's derived from landfills, wastewater, and manure.

RNG could only replace around 5% of total natural gas demand. The RNG we
have should be prioritized for difficult-to-electrify sectors. 

We cannot continue to use natural gas as a "bridge fuel" to decarbonizing
our energy systems, our future economy and climate cannot afford to build
out more pipelines.

The process to produce hydrogen is called electrolysis and 
requires splitting water molecules into hydrogen and oxygen. 
Electrolysis is extremely energy-intensive and inefficient.

"Green" hydrogen refers to the process of creating hydrogen using
renewable energy which is expensive in addition to being energy-intensive.
Currently, the vast majority of hydrogen in the U.S. is made from using coal.

National Grid’s “clean energy vision” proposes a hybrid
plan to include both clean, mature technologies like
geothermal heat pumps AND dirty, scarce fuels like

"renewable" natural gas.

REJECT PILLARS 2 AND 3



Today, it is cost-effective for New Yorkers who heat their homes
with oil, propane, or old electric resistance systems to convert to
electric air-source heat pumps. 

When paired with renewable electricity, electric 
air-source heat pumps can help New York achieve 
its greenhouse gas emissions goals for heating.

Ground-source heat pumps are an electric technology 
that can easily and fully replace traditional heating. They can also
be connected through geothermal networks utilizing the skilled gas
utilities construction workforce.

Energy efficiency improvements are an essential approach to
reducing greenhouse gases from the buildings sector, and lowering our
energy bills.

Deep retrofits, reducing peak demand for electricity, and more rigorous
new building codes are straight-forward, tried-and-tested tactics to
lower emissions quickly. 

It's not all bad. National Grid has some great new ideas for how to
reduce carbon emissions from the buildings sector, lower energy bills,
and deploy their skilled workforce to achieve our emissions reduction

goals (Pillars 1 and 4).


